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(57) Abstract 

The invention discloses a textile laminate (1, 400, 450) with a fort layer (5) comprising a waterproof and preferably breathable 
functional layer (10, 20) and a second layer (30) comprising at Jeast a tint component and a second component The first component is 
stable to a first temperature and the second component melts at a lower second temperature. In one embodiment of the invention, the not 
component {% polyester and the second component may ho a thermoplastic such aa eopolyester. polyamide, copoJyamide or polyethylene. 
The textile laminate (1) is particularly advantageous when two of such laminates (1. 400, 500) have to be joined or fused together. In this 
case a waterproof seam is created at the seam (500) between the two laminates (1. 400. 500). 
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TITLE OP THE INVENTION 

Seam Joining a Waterproof Laminate With Textile Layer Made of Mutti- 
5 Component Yarns. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The invention relates to a seam formed between when two or more laminates 
10 are joined together. 

PRIOR ART 

High technology apparel garments made of waterproof textile laminates are 
1 5 state of the art* These laminates contain a waterproof, windproof and 
breathable membrane onto which is laminated at least one textile layer. 

The joining together of two textile laminates present a problem If the seam at 
which the two textile laminates are to be sealed Is to be made waterproof. 
20 Various methods have been tried. For example, W.L.Qore & Associates has 
developed a method in which two GORE-TEX® laminates are heat sealed at a 
seam using a GORE-SEAM® seam sealing tape. 

The principles of sealing are well known. Generally, to get a sealed joint or a 
25 Beam, a sealant an energy source, and structural joining are required. There 
are a number of prior art methods which demonstrate this. The sealants 
available are numerous and can be added to the laminates or are part of the 
native materials. The energy sources which can be used for seating are 
numerous and include, but are not limited to heated tools, radio frequency, 
30 thermal impluse, and ultrasonic welding methods. Under the proper conditions 
structural joining of the textile laminates win take place and a joint or seam will 
be formed. 
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The prior art discloses a number of seam-forming methods involving the fusion 
of a thin strip of thermoplastic material to bind two layers of textile materials 
together and thus form a seam. These are disclosed, for example, in US-A-3 
387 307 (Blatz) assigned to Handganfc, Inc. A similar method is taught in GB- 
5 A^1 465 343 in which a thin thermoplastic strip is placed between two fabric 
pieces to form the seam. The use of this method results in a stifT seam being 
formed between the two fabric pieces. 

Other prior art te known in which the laminates are adhered together using 
10 adhesives. European Patent EP-B- 0 345 730 (Weis) assigned to W.LGore & 
Associates GmbH teaches the use of adhesive beads to produce the seams in 
a glove or other clothing application. Glove insert products made according to 
this invention are available from W.LGore & Associates GmbH in Fetdkirchen, 
Germany, under the trade mark DIRECT GRIP®, In order to ensure absolute 
1 5 waterproofnesa of the seams, it is necessary for the adhesive to penetrate the 
whole depth of the textile layer up to the membrane. In particular for 
voluminous textile layer, the seams have to be glued over a wide area. The 
seams thus produced are strong but relatively stiff and uncomfortable. 

20 US-A-5 003 902 describes a seam construction for use on protective clothing 
which involves overlapping the fabric pieces and bonding them together by use 
of a melt-adhesive film between them. A liquid-proof thread is sewn through the 
overlap in order to secure the two pieces of fabric to each other. The completed 
seam is then heated to melt-bond the adhesive film to the fabric pieces and to 

25 seal any apertures left by the sewing thread. The seams produced according to 
the teachings of this patent are also strong but relatively stiff and therefore 
uncomfortable to the wearer. 

One of the problems encountered wfth these prior art seam sealing methods for 
30 waterproof (emirates is that the seams have had to be fairly wide in order to 
ensure that the seams are waterproof. This results in a stiff seam which 
reduces the comfort of the garment to the wearer. In, for example, sock or 
glove applications, the width and/or the stiffness of the seams is particuiarty 
noticeable. Some attempts have been made at producing narrower seams. 
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However, these have not been durably waterproof or softer because of the 
added sealant material 



It has been possible with prior art methods to construct narrower seams which 
5 are waterproof and flexible. However, these seams have proven to be weak in 
the transverse, Le. cross-seam, direction. This weakness results In a lack of 
durable waterproofness. 

US-A-3 625 790 (Ayres) teaches a glove made of a non-breathable laminate of 
10 an elastic fabric and a thermoplastic layer. Two pieces of a laminate are welded 
together to form a glove in which the seams are formed by fusion of the 
thermoplastic layers using dielectric heating means. The use of 
electromagnetic waves at radio frequencies to form seams limited to those 
materials textiles which incorporate materials having dipolar molecules, such as 
1 5 polyvinyl chloride (PVC) or some polyurethanes (PU). This insert seam while 
flexible is not very strong. Particularly in manufacturing processes this is a 
severe disadvantage since the textile laminates have to be handled carefully in 
order to avoid damage. 

20 Further prior art known to the inventors includes US-A-4 545 841 (Jackrel) 
which teaches an insert that Is formed by heat sealing and US-A-5 036 551 
(Dailey) which teaches a glove that is formed by heat sealing a laminate. In 
both these examples, the insert seam whOe flexible is not very strong, 

25 The problem with the prior art examples in which sealant material is added to 
form the seam is that the seam whilst strong is not flexible, i.e. they feel stiff to 
the wearer. The use of these seams is thus limited because of the discomfort to 
the wearer, especially in those applications in which a dose fit is required. 

30 The problem with the prior art examples in which the sealant material is 

supplied from the native material is that the seams whilst flexible are weak. The 
use of these seams is limited because of durability in tough applications and, 
particularly in manufacturing processes this is a severe disadvantage since the 
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textile laminates in which such seams are incorporated have to be carefully 
handled in order to avoid damage. 

Further problems with prior art seams, such as those made from poly amide or 
5 polyester is that these materials tend to shrink when these materials are heated 
to their melt points. TWs causes the laminates to deform. 

There Is therefore a need for a strong, durable and flexible seam for tough end 
uses and close fitting applications. 

10 

SUMMARY OF THE INVEMION 

It is therefore an object of this invention to improve the comfort of the seams in 
1 5 garments made of waterproof laminates. 

it is furthermore an object of this Invention to reduce the width of the seams in 
garments made of waterproof laminates. 

20 It Is therefore an object of this invention to produce long-lasting, durable seams 
in garments made of waterproof laminates. 

ft is furthermore an object of the invention to provide seams which are both 
strong and flexible. 

25 

it is furthermore an object of the Invention to provide seams which are strong in 
the transverse (cross-seam) directions. 

A further ottfect of the invention Is to provide a laminate in which seams can be 
30 formed from the native material of the laminate. 

A further object of the invention is to provide seams which have a low 
shrinkage. 
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A further object of the Invention is to provide seams which have a high stretch. 

It is preferred that the laminates from which the seams are to be made are 
breathable, i.e. water vapour permeable. 

5 

These and other objects of the invention are solved by providing a laminate 
with a waterproof and preferably breathable functional layer on which is 
laminated a second textile layer comprising at least a first component and a 
second component, preferably in the form of a conjugate fibre. The first 
component is made of a material which is stable to a first temperature and the 
second component is made of a material which melts at a second temperature. 
The first temperature is higher than the second temperature. Such a laminate 
can be supplied with energy, e.g. by heating, to reach a temperature higher 
than the second temperature but tower than the first temperature, The second 
15 component melts and provides sealant material (adhesive) for joining the 
laminate to another substrate or a laminate. 



10 



Both the first component and the second component participate in the 
structural joint The second component encapsulates the first component whilst 
the first component remains stable. The second component provides the 
waterproof barrier and the first component provides structure and strength to 
the seam. 



Using these laminates, it is not necessary to use an additional thermoplastic 
strip to provide adhesive material to form the seam. Rather the material of the 
laminate (the native material) forms the seam itself. This leads to a reduction ii 
manufacturing complexity of the seam and a reduction in seam bulk thus 
reducing the stiffness of the seam and increased comfort to the wearer. There 
is also an improvement in the assembly at the factory making, for example, 
gloves with seams of the invention since these seams are more tolerant of 
external stresses. 



The seams formed by this laminate are found to be high in transverse seam 
strength and longitudinal strain and also to be flexible. 
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Such laminates are known from US-A-S 662 978 (Brown et al.) assigned to 
KJmberly-Clarx Worldwide, Inc., and in which conjugate spunbound fibres of 
polypropylene and polyethylene are used to form a non-woven textile layer. 
5 This textile layer is laminated to a polyotefin film, particularly polyethylene. The 
laminates termed according to the teachings of this patent are used for 
manufacturing a protective covers and not for the production of articles of 
clothing. There are no teachings in this patent that the laminate of this invention 
can be used to form comfortable and hard-wearing seams, such as those used 
10 in the production of articles, e.g. articles of clothing. 

A similar laminate is further known from US-A- 5 503 907 (Gessner) assigned 
to Fiberweb North America. Inc., in which a non-woven textile layer of muld- 
ccmponent fibres is laminated to a micropores layer. The lower melting 
component of the multi-component fibre taught in this patent application is used 
to form the bond of the textile layer with the micropores layer. The higher 
melting component retains its substantially continuous fibrous form to provide a 
strengthening and reinforcing function in the laminate. There are no teachings 
in this patent concerning the production of seams from laminates used, for 
example, in clothing applications. 



1S 



20 



25 



30 



Similarly German Patent DE-C-198 32 312 fTebbe) teaches a glove made of a 
laminate of a polypropylene tea onto which Is laminated a textile layer of cotton 
or cellulose . The textile layer further includes polypropylene fibres in a blend In 
order to improve the adhesion between the polypropylene tell and the textile 
layer. The glove is made by welding two pieces of laminate cut on the 
polypropylene toil side into glove shapes together by radio frequency welding 
in this example, the textile layer is placed on the exterior of the glove and the 
polypropylene mil Is on the Inside of the glove. The textile layer thus does not 
participate in the welding together of the two textile laminates. 

The seams formed from the laminates of the invention are sufficiently 
waterproof that they are able to withstand a water entry pressure of at least 
0.07 bar and preferably at least 0.13 bar according to the sutertest described 
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below. Furthermore the seams are strong and flexible as demonstrated by the 
stiffness tests and the Instron tests below. 



In the laminate of the Invention, the second (low melting point) component is 
5 preferably meltable at a temperature In the range from 80 8 C to 1 70*C whilst the 
first (high melting point) component is stable to a temperature of at least 
140'C. For a reliable seam to be formed the difference in temperature between 
the first temperature and the second temperature is at least 20*C. 

1 0 In one embodiment of the invention, the second layer further includes a 
propellant or foamfng agent which is activatable by activation means. On 
activation this propellant produces a gas which in combination with the melted 
second component provides a foam-like substance with closed cells. The 
closed cells ensure that the seam remains waterproof but the seam is resilient 

1 5 but also "spongy" and thus soft. The seam is therefore comfortable for the 
wearer of apparel made from the laminate. 

According to one embodiment of the invention the second layer is composed of 
a plurality of yams in the form of strands, filaments, threads or fibres. The 
10 second component in the second layer is a thermoplastic which is selected 
from the group of thermoplastics comprising co-polyester, polyamide, co- 
polyamide or polyoleftn. In the preferred embodiment of the invention the 
second component is a polyethylene a polyamide 6.0. 



The first component is selected from the group of polymers comprising 
cellulose, protein fibers including wool and silk, polyolefins including 
polypropylene and polyethylene, polyester, co-polyester, polyamide or co- 
polyamkfe. Preferably the first component is polyamide 6.6. 

The yam in the second layer is in one embodiment a conjugate fibre comprising 
the first component and the second component. A conjugate fibre having two 
components is sometimes termed a M-component fibre. Suitable bi-component 
structures for use in the invention include an eccentric-sheath-core 
configuration, a concentric sheath-core configuration, wherein the second 
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component forms the cover, an "island-ln-sea* configuration, a wedge-core 
configuration, a wedge configuration or a "side-by-side" configuration. In the 
preferred embodiment of the invention, the fibre used has a sheath-core 
configuration. 

5 

In the embodiment of the invention with a propellant, the propellant is activated 
at a third temperature, the third temperature being intermediate between the 
second temperature and the first temperature. The propellant can be an 
integral part of the second component and is selected from the group of 
1 0 propellants consisting of azodfcarbonamide, ammonium hydrogen carbonate, 
toluolsutfdhydrazin ordiazoaminobenzol. In the preferred embodiment of the 
invention the propellant is azodicarbonamide. 

The functional layer included in the laminate is a membrane or a film. The 
1 5 functional layer Is selected from the group of materials consisting of polyester, 
poly amide polyketone, polysulfones, polycarbonates, ffuoropoiymere, 
polyacrylates, co-polyetheresters, co-polyetheramides, polyurethane, 
polyvinylchloride (PVC), polytetrafluoroethylene or polyolefins. Preferably the 
functional layer is mad? from expanded PTFE. Expanded PTFE Is known to be 
20 very waterproof and highly breathable. It provides the laminate with an water 
vapour transmission rate of less than 150 (m^PaJ/m and a water entry 
pressure of greater than 0.13 bar. 

The invention also provides a method for sealing detected pinholes in 
23 waterproof laminates by allowing one component in the textile layer to be 
melted to flow and seal the detected pinhole. 



30 



DESCRIPTION! OF THE PRAIA/IMPS 

Fig. 1 shows the textile laminate of the invention, 
Fig. 2 shows a method of manufacture of the composite layer of the textile 
laminate. 



PAGE 46H49 9 RCVD AT 6/15/2006 4:34:16 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] " SVR:USPTOEFXRF-6/34 " DNIS:27383C0 " CSID:302 292 4153 * DURATION &nm-ss):29-28 



JUN 15 2006 16:52 FR UL GORE LEGAL DEPT 302 292 4153 TO US PATENT OFFICE P. 047/149 



WO 99/16620 PCT/US98/10S78 

9 

Ffg. 3 shows a method of lamination of textiles onto the composite layer of the 
textile laminate. 

Ffg. 4 shows the method of formation of a seal between two textile laminates 
according to the invention. 
5 Fig. 5 shows an embodiment of the invention in which the bicomponent layer 
is fused to the backer fabric. 
Fig. 6 shows an embodiment of the invention in which the textile laminate is 

used as a seam sealing tape. 
Rg. 7 shows an embodiment of the invention in which a pinhole is sealed by 
10 heating the bicomponent layer of the textile laminate. 

DEFINITIONS QF TEST MFTHQr^ 

Waterproofness 

15 

Waterproof as used herein is meant having water-penetration-resistance 
(hydrostatic resistance) of 0.13 bar or more. This measurement is carried out 
on laminates by placing a test sample of the laminate with an area of 1 00 cm 2 
under increasing water pressure. For this purpose, distilled water with a 
20 temperature of 20±2"C is used and the rate of increase of the water pressure 
was 60±3 cmH a O/min. The water penetration resistance of the sample is then 
the pressure at which water appears on the opposite side of the sample. The 
exact method of canying out this test is given in the ISO Standard No. 81 1 from 
1981. 

25 

The measurement is carried out on seams by the so-called suter test in which a 
test sample of the laminate including the seam te stretched over a holder. 
Distilled water with a temperature of 20±2°C was placed under a pressure of 
0.13 bar on one side of the seam and the test sample left for at least three 
30 minutes. The other side of the seam was Investigated using a filter paper to see 
whether water penetration through the seam had occurred. 
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Water Vapour Permeability. I.e. Breathability 

Water vapour permeable as used herein is meant having, a water-vapour- 
5 transmission rate (Ret) of under 150 (m* Pa) / w. The water vapour 

transmission rate Is measured using the Hohenstein MDM Dry Method which is 
explained in the Standard-PrOfcorschrm (Standard Test Rules) No BP. 1 4 
dated September 1987 and issued by the Bekteidungsphysioiogisches Instituts 
e.V. Hohenstein, Germany. 



10 



15 



20 



25 



30 



Weight of the fabric 

The weight of the fabric was determined using a 2.S4 cm x 7.63 cm sample 
which had been conditioned at 24±2'C and 65±2% relative humidity prior to 
testmg. in the sampling pattern used, five specimens of the raw goods or three 
speomens of the laminate and laminate with seams were tested and the mean 
of the results together with the standard deviation was calculated. Any balance 
accurate to 0.01 g with a draft cover can be used. Further details of the test 
method ere given in ASTM O 3776-96 Option C. 

Thickness of the seam 

The sc-called Snap Gauge Method was used according to ASTM D 1777-64 
(re-approved 1975) using a Peacock 20-360 Snap Gauge (M-213) tester a 
specimen of at least 2. 54 cm x 7.62 cm was used which been conditioned at 
24±2'C and 65±2% relative humidity prior to testing. The pressor foot of the 
tester was lowered onto the specimen without impact. After five seconds a 
reading was taken. In the sampling pattern used, the thickness was measured 
at three locations along the length of the specimen and the three readings 
averaged In order to obtain the thickness of the seam. 
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Width of seam 

The width was measured along the length of a specimen in three locations and 
5 averaged to get the seam width for that specimen. Three specimens were 
tested and the mean of the three results was calculated- The width was 
measured to the nearest mm using a scale. 



10 



Length of the seam 

The length was measured on each specimen. Three specimens were tested 
and the mean of the three results was calculated. The length was measured to 
the nearest mm using a scale. 

15 Shrinkage of seam 

The percent seam shrinkage was calculated using the following formula: 

% shrinkage = (1-(seam area/theoretical seam area)) * 100 %. 

20 

The seam area is seam width multiplied by the seam length. The theoretical 
area is for the foot print of the Theiter heat seal machine. The foot print used 
was 12mm by 131mm. 

25 Strength of Seam 

This was measured using a an Instron 1 122 Tester using 1" (2.54 cm) jaw 
faces connected to a computer. Three 7.62 x 2.54 cm samples were cut from 
the seam. The samples were conditioned at 24±2°C and 65±2% relative 
30 humidity prior to testing. 
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CantBever Stiffness Test 

This is carried out using an FRl Cantflever Tester with samples in which the 
5 longer edge is laid parallel to the test direction. Prior to testing, the seem widlh 
(In mm) and the seam thickness On mm) were measured using the methods 
described above. The specimens are conditioned at 24±2«C and 65±2% 
relative humidity prior to testing. The angle indicator Is 41.5". After switching 
the apparatus on the movable weight will move to the right until the sample 
bends sufficiently to reach the indication bar at which point the apparatus is 
switched off and the length of the overhang measured. The flex stiffness (Q) is 
then calculated from the Mowing formula: 



10 



15 



<3=L/(W*T) 

in which L m length of overhang (cm), W = width of seam (mm), and T = 
thickness of seam (mm). 

Three specimens manufactured in the machine direction (i.e. along seam) and 
20 three specimens manufactured in the transverse direction (i.e. cross seam) 
were measured and the average calculated. The seam was oriented within the 
cantilever tester in both cases in the same direction. 



25 



Functional Layer 



The term functional layer is used to denote a layer which had the properties 
that it 16 both waterproof and water-vapour permeable. 



Yam 



30 



The term yam in the description is used to describe the continuous strands of 
material which are made into the textile. It includes strands, filaments, fibre, 
andthelike. 
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DETAILED PEsrJ»IPnn N pp the INVgMTlQM 

Fig. 1 shows a textile laminate 1 produced in accordance with this invention. 
5 The textile laminate comprises a composite layer 5 formed from a porous 
polymeric layer 10 and a continuous non-porous hydrophHic water vapour 
permeable polymer layer 20. On the first side of the composite layer 5 a 
bicomponent strand layer 30 comprising one or more bioomponent yarns is 
placed and on the second side of the composite layer is a backer fabric 40 is 
10 placed. 

The porous polymeric layer 10 used in this invention is a micropores polymer 
membrane having a microscopic structure of open, interconnecting micro voids. 
It exhibits air permeability and as such imparts, or does not impair, water 

1 5 vapour permeability. The microporous membrane used in the laminate 5 

described herein is typically of a thickness of 5 Mm to 125 urn, most preferably 
of the order of about 5 pm to 25 pm. The useful polymers of the microporous 
membrane material include plastic polymers as weH as elastomerfc polymers. 
Examples of suitable polymers include polyesters, polyamrde* polyolefins, 

20 polyketones, pofysutfones, polycarbonates, fluoropdymers, pofyacrytates, 
poiyurethanes, co-polyetherestere, co-polyetheramldes and the like. The 
preferred polymers are plastic polymers. 

The preferred microporous polymer membrane material is expanded 
25 microporous poiytetrafluoroethyiene (PTFE). These materials are characterised 
by a multiplicity of open, interconnecting microscopic voids, high void volume, 
high strength, soft, flexible, stable chemical properties, high water vapour 
transfer and a surface that exhibits good contamination control characteristics. 
US Patents US«A- 3 953 566 and US-A-4 187 390 describe the preparation of 
30 such microporous expanded poiytetrafluoroethyiene membranes and are 
incorporated herein by reference. 

The continuous water vapour permeable polymer layer 20 Is a hydrophilic 
polymer. The hydrophaio layer selectively transports water by diffusion but does 
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not support pressure-driven nquid or air flow. Therefore moisture, i.e. water 
vapour, is transported but the continuous layer of the polymer precludes the 
passage of such things as air-borne particles, micro-ofgantems, oils or other 
contaminants. This characteristic imparts to the textile including the polymer 
5 layer 20 and in turn to articles made from it, such as socks or gloves, good 
contamination control characteristics by functioning as a barrier to 
contaminants of all sizes. Furthermore the water vapour transmitting 
characteristics of the material allow for comfort characteristics to the wearer. 

J ! 

1 0 The continuous water vapour permeable polymer layer 20 is typically of a 

thickness of between 5 Mm and 50 pm, preferably between about 10 ym and 25 
pm. This thickness has been found to be a good practical balance to yield 
satisfactory durability, continuity and rate of water vapour transmission. 

15 Although not limited to them, the continuous water-vapour permeable polymers 
most useful herein are those of the polyurethane family, the silicone family, the 
co-polyetherester family or the co-polyetherester amide family. Suitable co- 
polyetherester hydrophilic composition may be found in the teachings of US-A- 
4 493 870 (Vrouenraets) and US-A- 4 725 481 (Ostapachenko), Suitable 

20 hydropWIic compositions are described in US-A- 4 2340 838 (Foy et al.). 
Suitable polyurethanes maybe found in US-A4 104 041 (Gore). A preferred 
class of continuous, water vapour permeable polymers are polyurethane, 
especially those containing oxyethylena units, such as described in US-A- 4 
532 316 (Henn}. Typically these materials comprise a composition having a 

25 high concentration of oxyethytene units to impart hydrophiBcfty to the polymer. 
"Rie concentration of oxyethylena unto is typically greater than 45% by weight 
of the base polymer, preferably greater than 60%, most preferably greater than 
70%. 

30 The composite layer 5 used to make the laminate 1 of this invention can be 
prepared according to the teachings of US^A- 5 026 591 (Henn et al.). This 
method is illustrated but not limited to the following description of a four roll 
stack as shown in Fig. 2. Metered control of the molten water vapour 
permeable polymer 55 is provided for by a gravure roil 70 and a doctor 
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blade/polymer reservoir 60. The water vapour permeable polymer 55 is applied 
as a thin, continuous liquid film 61 to the continuously moving porous polymer 
membrane 80 in the nip 62 between two rotating rolls 90. 1 00; the first one of 
the rotating rolls 90 having been coated with the liquid polymer and the second 
5 one of the rotating roiis 100 providing support so as to force the liquid polymer 
partially into the porous structure of the polymer membrane 80. 

The textile laminate 1 of the current invention is preferably provided with a 
backer fabric 40. The backer fabric 40 may be either woven, nonproven or 
knitted and may be made from a wide variety of materials such as polyester, 
polyamide (Nylon), polyolefins and the like. 



10 



15 



The backer fabric 40 Is laminated to the second side of the composite layer 5 
by a standard lamination process such as that shown in Fig, 3. In the process, 
a dot pattern of heat-curing adhesive 1 15 from a doctor knife/adhesive 
reservoir 130 is metered onto the second side of the composite layer 5 by a 
gravure roll 1 20. The composite layer 5 is held under minimal tension against 
the gravure roll 120 by a low durometer rubber roll 140 at a pressure sufficient 
to effect removal of the adhesive dots onto the second side of the composite 
20 layers. 

On exiting « printing nip 150. the adhesive dot coated composite layer 160 is 
brought to a laminating roll 170 where it is brought in intimate contact with the 
backer fabric 40 provided from a storage roll 180. The laminate 190 created by 
25 the untuned adhesive is then wrapped around a heating roll 200 and heated to 
a temperature suitable for curing the adhesive, e.g. around 12S'C. Upon exiting 
the nip 210 between the roll 200 and a pressure roll 215 , the laminate 220 is 
taken up on a storage roll 230. 

30 The btaomponent layer 30 is a woven, norwvoven or knitted textile layer made 
from strands, filaments, threads or fibres having at least two components. The 
first component is a material which is stable, i.e. does not melt or otherwise 
disintegrate, to a high temperature. e.g. around 230"C. The second component 
is a material with a low melting temperature, e.g. around 110*C. The two 
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components in the bi-component layer may be made up of two different types 
of strands, filaments, threads or fibres. Men, preferably, a bi-component yam is 
used. The bi-component yam may have either a core-sheath structure an 
"isfand-irvthe-sea" structure or a "side-by-side" structure. Table 1 shows a 
number of possible bi-component yarns which may be used In this invention 



Table 1 



10 



15 



Supplier/ 
Trad© Name 


Polymere 
low/high 


of low melt 
component 


structure/ " 
construction 


Hoechct/ 
Celanese 
(Trevira V721- 
724°) 


Co-PET/PET, 

PEZPET, 

PP/PET. 

PA12orS/PET 

PBT 


130 or 170 'C 
127 °C 
166 

176 or 221 *C 
227 °C 


Bteomponentfitement 
(sheath/core) or filament 
blend 


Hflnser/Spunfab 


C0-PA.C0- 

PET 

100% 


9!>-1/0 o C 


Monotu /meft blown 
100% few melting 


rar Eastern " 
Textile 

CEASTLOfO 
iDu Pont) 


PE/PP, 
PE/PET, 
CoPET/PET 
PA 6/PA 6.6 


130 Q C 

190 Q C 
216 *C 


sheath/core 
10-70% tow melting 


tMS^Chemie 
CGRILOM-) 


Co-PA/PET 


abwi40-c<monofii.) 

65-160 -C (mulWI.) 


sneatn/core 
HE l -core (20 %), 
Co-PA-sheath (80 %) 
or 

100% lew melting 


□anaklon "AL- 
Adhesfon-C 


PE/PP 


125-145^0 


sheath/core 



20 



««u moiling point TOT 

polymers. A better term would be to use the expression melting range as 
seated in the above table. The term melting point is used in the context of 
this application to describe the temperature above which the polymer flows 
sufficiently to form a seam. 

The b^omponent layer 30 is described in this description as having two 
components. It should be note that the bKcomponent layer 30 may be replaced 
by a tn-component layer containing three components or a muW-componerrt 
layer containing a plurality of components. More generally such multi- 
component layers are made from conjugate fibres as known from US-A* 662 
978 Brown etal). 
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The bi-component layer 30 Is laminated onto the first side of the composite 
layer 5 or onto the porous polymeric layer 10 by a lamination process simBar to 
that described above with reference to Fig. 3. Care must be taken during the 
lamination process that the low melting temperature component does not melt 
5 during lamination of the bN»mponent layer 30 onto the composite layer 5. 



The bl-component layer 30 may additionally Include a propeHant which 
produces a gas when activated. Known means for activating the propellant are 
either heating the activation means or irradiating the propellant by, for example, 

10 an electron beam or high frequency electromagnetic radiation. After activation 
of the propellant and melting of the second low melting temperature 
component, the gas produced by the propeHant produces in combination with 
the melted low melting temperature component a closed-pore foam as will be 
described later. Known propellents which may be used in the invention are 

1 5 azodicarbonamide (ADC), ammonium hydrogen carbonate (NH«CQ0. 
ToluoteulfohydraaJn (TSH) or Diaxoamlnobenzol. 

Several methods are known for ensuring that the propellant is inserted into the 
layer. 

20 

In the first method, the propellant is added to the master batch from which at 
least one of the fibres forming the bi-component layer 30 is to be spun. The 
bland of propellant and fibre material is subsequently spun conventionally using 
a nozzle. 

25 

A second method Includes adding the propellant as a powder to the spinning 
extruding in the nozzle prior to the spinning of one of the fibres forming the 
bicomponent layer 30. In both the first and second method, the propellant is 
evenly distributed throughout the cross-section of the fibre. The propellant is 
30 thus integrally Incorporated within the fibre. 

A third method involves coating a monof! lament or a multifilament yam as it 
passes a nozzle. An extruder presses a hot melt containing a propellant which 
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flows around the yam and coats the yarn. Using this method only the outside of 
the yam is coated with the propellant. 

In the preferred embodiment of the invention, the propellant is heat-activated 
5 and the activation temperature is chosen to be at least around 20*C higher 
than the melting temperature of the low melting temperature component. The 
activation temperature is furthermore chosen to be substantially below the 
melting temperature of the high melting temperature component. 

10 The textile laminate 1 of the invention is particularly useful in applications in 
which two textile laminates have to be joined or fused together as is illustrated 
In Fig. 4. In this example a first textile laminate 400 is to be joined to a second 
textile laminate 450. The first textile laminate 400 comprises a first composite 
layer 410 induding a porous polymeric layer 41 5, a first backer fabric 420 

1 5 laminated to the second side of the first composite layer 410 and a first br- 
cornponent layer 430 laminated to the first side of the first composite layer 410. 
The second textile laminate 4S0 comprises a second composite layer 460 
including a porous pofymeric layer 465, a second backer fabric 470 laminated 
to the second side of the second composite layer 460 and a second bn 

20 component layer 460 laminated to the first side of the second composite layer 
480. The first textile laminate 400 is to be joined at a seam 500 to the second 
textile laminate 450 using a heat seal die 510. The heat seal machine used was 
a Thaller Heat seal machine which is available from Thaller Engineering in 
Petaluma, California, USA. 

25 

Alternatively ultrasonic welding can be used in order to form the seams 500, 
For example a Branson Ultrasonic Sealer available from Branson Ultrasonics 
Corporation of D anbury, Conneticut, USA, is used. 

30 The optional use of the propellant to create a foam at the seam 500 creates a 
seam which is both substantially waterproof and imparts improved hand to the 
seam 500. 
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in Fig. 4, it should be observed that the bi-component layers 430 and 480 are 
depicted immediately before melting. 

The temperature of the heat seal die is chosen to be greater than that of the 
5 melting temperature of the second low melting temperature component of the 
bi-component layers 400 and 450 but to be below the melting temperature of 
the first component of the bi-component layers 430 and 480. Typically the heat 
seal die is at a temperature of between 130 °C and 21 5'C. A pressure of 80 psi 
- 300 psi and a dwell time of between 1s and 20 s are used' Under these 
10 conditions, the low melting temperature components in the blcomponent layers 
430 and 480 melt and, due to the pressure exerted on the textile laminates 400 
and 450 by the heat seal die. the bicomponent layers 430 and 480 fuse 
together. 

15 The low melting component fids the gaps in the bicomponent layer 430 
between the structure formed by the fibres having a higher melting 
temperature. The higher melting temperature fibres serve therefore two 
fonctions. Firstly they provide mechanical strength to the seam. Secondly they 
act as a "gap-keeper" or spacer to ensure that the lower melting temperature 

20 fibres in the molten state to not seep out of the seam 500. 

The width of the seam 500 formed is between 0.5 mm and 1.3 cm. 



25 



30 



If a propeilant is included in the bi-component layer 430, 480. then this is 
activated by the heat produced by the heat seal die end a closed cell foam Is 
produced at the seam 500. Temperature is applied to a sufficiently wide area of 
the seam 500 for a sufficient length of time to ensure that the seam is 
watertight. Typically the seam would have a width of 1-3 mm and the 
temperature would be applied at 190*C for 1-10 seconds. 

The function of the two components in the bicomponent layers 430 and 480 
can be easily understood from Fig. 4. The first component provides mechanical 
strength to the seam 500 since it neither melts nor otherwise disintegrates at 
the temperature to which the seam 500 is subjected by the heat seal die 510. 
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The second (low melting temperature) component provides the adhesive 
between the two laminates 400 and 450. If a propellant is used, then the 
second component together with the first component provides the walls of the 
cells of the closed-pore foam with sufficient strength to carry any load to which 
5 the seam 500 is subjected. Furthermore, the second component imparts 
sufficient wan strength to the individual cells to prevent them from connecting 
with each other to prevent them from providing a leak path through the seam 
500 during flexing of the laminates 400, 450. 

I 

10 Another method of adding energy to the bi-component layers 430, 480 to form 
the seam 500 is to use ultrasonic welding techniques to heat up the 
components. 



15 



In the examples given below the weight of the bi-component layer 30 Is 
generally between 0.7 and 1.0 osy. it would be possible to use bfccomponent 
layers of higher weight in which case it would be expected that the seam 
strengths would increase since more native material is available to form the 
seam 500 and also more material is available to provide structure to the seam 
500. The first and second backer fabrics 420. 470 have weights which are 
20 typically between 0.5 osy and 5.5 osy. Different proportions of each component 
can be used. It Is thought that a minimum of 30% by volume of the second 
component should be present and a maximum of 70% by volume. 

An advantage of using the propellant to form the close-cell foam is that the 
25 seam thus created Is substantially more flexible and softer to touch than a 
seam formed without the foam created by the molten second component with 
the propellant 



30 



The seam is deemed to be watertight when the water entry pressure of the 
seam is greater than 0,13 bar when measured using the suture test as 
explained above. 

In the example illustrated In Fig. 4, it is assumed that the bi-component layers 
430 and 480 are fused to each other. 
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It Is also possible to fuse a bi-component layer 430, 480 directly to one of the 
backer fabrics 470 or 420 as is shown in Fig. 5 in which the components of the 
textile laminates are given the same numerate as their counterparts in Fig. 4. 
S Use of the propeflant in this example has the advantage that the molten second 
component is "Mown" into the backer fabric 420, 470, thus creating a 
substantially more watertight seam. 

A further application of the invention Is depicted in Fig. 6 in which a two layer 
10 textile laminate 600 comprising a composite layer 61 0 and a backer fabric 620 
is to be joined to a three layer textile laminate 650 with a composite layer 660, 
a first backer fabric 670 on a first side of the composite layer 660 and a second 
backer fabric 680 on a second side of the composite layer 660. A seam 630 
between the two layer textile laminate 600 and the three layer textile laminate 
15 650 is sealed by a tape 700 made from the textile laminate according to the 
invention. The textile laminate has a composite layer 710 with a backer fabric 
720 on the side of the composite layer 710 facing away from the seam and a 
bi-component layer 730 on the side of the composite layer 710 facing the seam 
630. 

20 

A further application of the invention is shown In Fig. 7 in which a pinhole 800 is 
made in a textile laminate 810 comprising a composite layer 820 with a backer 
fabric 830 on a first side and a bi-component layer 840 on a second side. The 
pinhole 800 can be sealed by heating the bi-component layer 640 in the region 
25 surrounding the pinhole such that the molten low melting temperature 

component in the bi-component layer 840 seals the pinhole 600. The melting 
point of the low melting temperature component is defined to be the 
temperature at which the low melting temperature component flows sufficiently 
to seal the pinhole 800. 

30 
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5 Comparative Example A 

A 0.7 osy polyamide 6.6 {nylon) spun-bonded non-woven layer was laminated 
to a waterproof breathable composite layer 5 consisting a poiyurethane coated 
ePTFE membrane 10 using the lamination described above to produce a textile 

1 0 laminates 1 . The polyamide layer 30 Is available from CEREX Advanced 
Fabrics in Pensacola, Florida, USA, under the trade name PBNII. The 
polyamide sides of two pieces of textile laminates 1 are joined together using 
the Theller Hot Tack Seal Strength Tester, The heat sealing die was 12.7 mm 
by 133 mm and the actual footprint used measured 12mm by 131mm. The top 

IS and bottom dies were heated to a temperature of 255 °C and a 5 sea dwell 
time was used at a pressure of 300 psl. 

Comparative Example B 

20 A 0.8 osy polypropylene spun-bonded non-woven layer was laminated to a 
waterproof breathable composite layer 5 consisting a poiyurethane coated 
ePTFE membrane 10 using the lamination described above to produce a textile 
laminates 1. The polypropylene layer is available from Snow Filtration 
Company in West Chester, Ohio, USA, under the trade name SnoproS. The 

25 polypropylene sides of two pieces of textile laminates 1 are joined together 
using the Thaller Hot Tack Seal Strength Tester. The heat sealing die was 
12.7 by 133 mm and the actual footprint used was 12mm by 131mm. The top 
and bottom dies were heated to a temperature of 165 °C and a 5 sec, dwell 
was used at a pressure of 300 psi, 

30 

Comparative Example C 

A 60 g/m 2 polyethylene spun-bonded non-woven layer was laminated to a 
waterproof breathable composite layers consisting of a poiyurethane coated 
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ePTFE membrane 10 using the lamination described above to produce a textile 
laminates 1. The polyethylene layer is available from Snow Filtration Company 
in West Chester. Ohio, USA, under the trade name CoroBnd T60F00. The 
polyethylene sides of two pieces of textile laminates 1 are joined together using 
5 the Theiler Hot Tack Seal Strength Tester. The heat sealing die was 127 by 
133 mm and the actual footprint used was 12mm by 131mm. The top and 
bottom dies were heated to a temperature of 130 *C and a 5 sec* dwell was 
used at 300 psi. 

10 Comparative Example D 

A 0.8 osy polyester spun-bonded non-woven layer was laminated to a 
waterproof breathable composite layer 5 consisting of a polyurethane coated 
ePTFE membrane using the lamination described above. The polyester layer 

1 5 is available from Snow Filtration Company In West Chester, Ohio, USA. under 
the trade name Reemay 201 1 . The polyester sides of two pieces of textile 
laminates 1 are joined together using the Theiler Hot Tack Seal Strength 
Tester. The heat sealing die was 12.7 by 133 mm and the actual footprint used 
was 12mm by 131mm, The top and bottom dies were heated to a temperature 

20 of 255 "C and a 5 sec dwell was used at a pressure of 300 psi. 

Example 1 

A 0.8 osy polyethylene (PE) / polyamide (PA) sheath-core spun-bonded bi- 
25 component non-woven layer 30 was laminated to a waterproof breathable 
composite layer 5 consisting of a polyurethane coated ePTFE membrane 10 
using the lamination method described above. The bi-component layer 30 was 
produced by Kimberly-Clark in Rosweli, Georgia, USA, and Is described in US- 
A-5 662 978. The btaomponent layer 30 sides of the two pieces of textile 
30 laminates 1 are joined together using the Theiler Hot Tack Seal Strength 

Tester. The heat sealing die was 12.7 by 133 mm and the actual footprint used 
was 12mm by 131 mm. The top and bottom dies were heated to a temperature 
of 1 35 °C and a 5 sec. dwell was used at a pressure of 300 psi. 



PAGE 61/149 * RCVD AT 6115/2006 4:34:16 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/34 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:302 292 4153 * DURATION (mm-ss):29-28 



JUN 15 2006 16:55 FR WL GORE LEGAL DEPT 302 292 4153 TO US PATENT OFFICE P. 062/149 



WO 99/16620 PCT/DS98/30578 

24 

Example 2 

A 20 g/m* polyethylene (PE) / polyethylene terephthalate (PET) sheath-core 
spun-bonded bi-component non-woven layer 30 was laminated to a waterproof 
5 breathable composite layer 5 consisting a polyurethane coated ePTFE 

membrane 10 using the lamination described above to form a textile laminates 
1. The bi-component layer 30 was produced by Unitika in Osaka, Japan, and is 
sold under the brand name ELEVES. The bi-component layer sides of two 
pieces of textile laminates 1 are joined together using the Theller Hot Tack Seal 
10 Strength Tester. The heat sealing die was 12.7 by 133 mm and the actual 
footprint used measured was 12mm by 131mm. The top and bottom dies were 
and a 5 sec. dwell was used at a pressure of 300 psi. 

Example 3 

15 

A 0.8 osy. polypropylene (PP) / polyethylene terephthalate (PET) sheath-core 
carded bi-component non-woven layer 30 was laminated to a waterproof 
breathable composite layer 5 consisting a polyurethane coated ePTFE 
membrane 10 using the lamination described above to form a textile laminates 

20 1 . The bi-component layer 30 was produced by HDK Industries, Inc. in 

Rogereville. Tennesee, USA, and is sold under part number D1640. The bi- 
component layer sides of two pieces of textile laminates 1 are joined together 
using the Theller Hot Tack Seal Strength Tester. The heat sealing die was 
12.7 by 133 mm and the actual footprint used measured was 12mm by 131mm. 

25 The top and bottom dies were heated to a temperature of 165'C and a 5 sec 
dwell time was used at a pressure of 300 psi. 

Example 4 

30 A 0.8 osy. PE/ polyethylene terephthalate (PET) sheath-core carded bi- 
component non-woven was laminated to a waterproof breathable composite 
layer consisting a polyurethane coated ePTFE membrane using the lamination 
described above. The bi-component layer 30 was produced by HDK Industries. 
Inc., in Rogereville, Tennesee, USA, and is sold under part number style 115. 
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The bl-component sides of two pieces of the Textile laminates 1 are joined 
together using the Theller Hot Tack Seal Strength Tester The heat sealing die 
was 12.7 by 133 mm and the actual footprint used measured was 12mm by 
1 31mm. The top and bottom dies were heated to a temperature of 130 "C and 
5 a 7 see. dwell was used at a pressure of 300 psi. 

Example 5 



A 30 g/m* polyethylene terephthalate (PET) /PE island in the sea bkwmponent 
10 non-woven layer 30 was laminated to a waterproof breathable composite layer 
5 consisting a polyurethane coated ePTFE membrane 10 using the lamination 
described above to form a textile laminates 1 . The bi-component layer 30 was 
produced by UnitJka in Osaka, Japan, and is sold under the brand name 
ALICMA. The bi-component layer sides of two pieces of textile laminates 1 are 
15 joined together using the Theller Hot Tack Seal Strength Tester. The heat 
sealing die was 12.7 by 133 mm and the actual footprint used measured was 
12mm by 131 mm. The top and bottom dies ware heated to a temperature of 
1 35 'C and a 5 sec dwell time was used at a pressure of 300 psi. 

20 Example 6 



A 1 .0 osy. polyethylene (PEVpolyamide (PA) sheath-core spun-bonded bi- 
component non-woven layer 30 was laminated to a waterproof breathable 
composite layer 5 consisting a polyurethane coated ePTFE membrane 10 

25 using the lamination described above to form a textile laminates 1 1. The bi- 
component layer 30 was produced by Kimberiy-Clark in RosaweB. Georgia, 
USA, and Is described in US - A - 5662978. The bi-component layer sides of 
two pieces of textile laminates fare joined together using the heat sealing die 
with .1 inch seal width shown In Fig. 4 in the shape of a glove at about 21 5 8 C 

30 for 1 .5 sec at a pressure of 470 psi to form a glove insert 



PAGE 63/149* RCVD AT 6/15/20064:34:16 PM [Eastern Daylight Time]' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/34* DNIS:2738300* CSID:302 2924153* DURATION (mm-ss):29-28 



JUN 15 2006 16:56 FR WL GORE LEGAL DEPT 302 292 4153 TO US PATENT OFFICE P. 064/149 



WO 99/1600 PCTYUS98/2GS78 



Example 7 

A third layer 40 of 0.7 osy norvwoven nylon (polyamide 6.6) was added to the 
5 textile laminates 1 in example 6 using the same lamination technique. The 
nylon layer was produced by CEREX. Advanced Fabrics in Pensacola, Florida, 
USA, and sold under the trade name PBN2. The bi-component layer sides of ' 
the two pieces of textile laminates 1 are joined together using the heat sealing 
die with .7mm seal width shown In Fig. 4 in the shape of a glove at about 215 
10 °C for 2.0 sec at a pressure of 470 psl to form a glove insert 

Example 8 



15 



A 0.8 osy. polyethylene/polyamlde (PA) sheath-core spun-bonded bi- 
component non-woven layer 30 was laminated to a waterproof breathable 
composite layer 5 consisting a polyurethane coated ePTFE membrane 10 
using the lamination described above to form a textile laminate 1. A third layer 
40 of 0.7 osy non-woven nylon (polyamide 6.6) was added to the textile 
laminate 1 using the same lamination technique. The nylon layer was produced 
20 by CEREX Advanced Fabrics in Penascola, Florida. USA. and is sold under the 
trade name PBNII. The bi-component layer sides of two pieces of textile 
laminates 1 are joined together using the heat sealing die with .1 inch seal 
width shown in Fig. 4 in the shape of a glove at a temperature of about 200 *C 
for a dwell time of 2.0 sec and a pressure of 470 psi to form a glove insert 



25 



Example 9 



30 



The textile laminates 1 in example 8 were repeated in which the third layer 40 
is 1.8 osy brushed knit available from International Foam. The bhcomponent 
layer sides of the two pieces of textile laminate 1 are joined together using the 
heat sealing die with 0.7 mm seal width shown in Fig. 4 in the shape of a glove 
at a temperature of about 1 go 'C for 5 sec. at a pressure of 400 gauge psi to 
form a glove insert. 
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Example 10 

The textile laminates 1 in example 9 were repeated (n which the third layer 40 

1 m.*m Werner udn, „ „.„ SMrm9 

* F » 4 * **• * • «* « • Ienp.ra.ure « .bou, 2 3 o -c 
»r 10 sec and . pre,,,,™ 0,440 ^ ^ to ^ a ^ 

! 

10 Example 11 

ultraeonio welding. The bi-componen, layer sides of the two pieces oftexl 

ITkT 1 ^ j ° ired tOSether U8in9 9 BfanSOn nic Ses,er Mode, FS90 
* ««.^-.J«,« An am^ of 7 5% , apre8Sure ; f 
20 pel and speed of 1 were used. H °' 

Example 12 



15 



20 



™° ' am,nates in ^ were used to form waterproof seams by 

uHrasonie welding. The bi-component sides of «wo pieces of Textile teminates 1 
are Joined together using a Branson Ultras Seator Mode, FSSOwithaOS 
mm anvil to maKe .5 mm seams. An am P .itude of 75%. a pressure of 20 psi" 
and speed of 1 were used. P8 ' 



25 



Example 13 



30 



A third layer 40 of 20 gfm* non-woven nylon layer was added to the textile 
lam^ates 1 of example 2 using the same lamination teohnlque. The nylon 

™* T^^ a8P ^ byA ^ nnJawa " d ^^thetredename 
N102a The bH^mponent layer sides of the two pieces of textile laminates 1 
"^*«-r using the heat sealing d te wim. 1 h ch sea. wlolh shown in 
Fi9. 4 In the shape of a glove at a temperature of about 200 «C for 7 sec A 
pressure of 55 gauge psi was used to form a glove insert. 
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Example 14 



6 



psi to form a glove insert. 



10 Example 15 



15 



N10M. The bw.mww pieces o.^ temiMte , 

^-. 9b »« at o U , 20 „. 0fcr7woalawijreof65 ^ 
form a glove insert a ^ 



20 Example 16 



25 



The textile laminates , ofExampteSwaausedtemalceagtoveinaert The* 
^mponent ^yera,^ of two pieces of the text*, ^natee 1 arejoined 

shalrT^^^^^'^^^^^'O^the 
shape o^gtove at about 200 »C for S sec at a pressure of 55 gauge pal to 
form a glove Insert 



form a glove Insert 
Example 17 



30 



b«K l ™ m .7YV E Kp. rt „„ bwl42SA . The bi-component sides of two 
^coso,^^,^,.,,^^ ^ 
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Strength Tester. The heat sealing die was 12 . 7 by 133 mm and the actual 
footprint used measured was 12mm by 131mm. The top and bottom dies were 
heated to 130 'C and a 5 sea dwell time was used at a pressure of 1 10 psi. 

5 Example 18 

The textile laminates 1 of example 1 were repeated except that the waterproof 
breathable layer is a waterproof breathable layer of polyurethane. The 
polyurethane layer is available from B F Goodrich under the brand name 

10 ESTHANE. The bl-component sides of two pieces of textile laminates 1 are 
joined together using the Thaller Hot Tack Seal Strength Tester. The heat 
sealing die was 12.7 by 133 mm and the actual footprint used measured was 
12mm by 131mm. The top and bottom dies were heated to 135 »C and a 7 
sea dwell time was used at a pressure of 300 psi (Example ISA) and 1 10 p.e.L 

15 (Example 1BB) 

Example 19 

The textile laminates 1 of example 1 were repeated except that where the 
waterproof breathable layer is a waterproof breathable layer of polyurethane. 
The polyurethane layer is described In PCT Application U594 / 124659. The W- 
component layer sides of two pieces of textile laminates 1 are joined together 
using the Theller Hot Tack Seal Strength Tester. The heat sealing die was 
12.7 by 133 mm and the actual footprint used measured was 12mm by 131mm. 
The top and bottom dies were heated to 130 °C and a 7 sec. dwell time was 
used at a pressure of 110 psi. 

Example 20 

The textile laminates 1 in example 1 were repeated except that the waterproof 
breathable layer is a waterproof breathable layer of ePTFE which is not coated 
with polyurethane. The bt-component layer sides of two pieces of textile 
laminates 1 are joined together using the Thelter Hot Tack Seal Strength 
Tester. The heat sealing die was 12.7 by 133 mm and the actual footprint used 



20 



25 



30 
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30 



measured was 12mm by 131mm. The top and bottom dies ware hasted to a 
temperatura of 135 'C and a 7 sac. dwell time was used at a pressure of 300 
psi. 



5 Example 21 



10 



15 



A 0.7 osy non-woven nylon layer 40 was laminated to a waterproof breathable 
composite layer 5 consisting a polyurethane coated ePTFE membrane 10 
using the lamination described above. The nylon layer 40 was produced by 
CEREX Advances Fabrics in Pensacola, Florida, USA under the bade name 
PBNN. The bncomponent layer side of the textile laminate 1 of exampleSand 
the nylon side for the textile laminates 1 described here were Joined together 
usrng the Theiler Hot Taok Seal Sbength Tester. The heat sealing die was 12 7 
by 133 mm and the actual footprint used measured was 12mm by 131 mm. 
The top and bottom dies were heated to a temperature of 135 'C and a 5 sec. 
dwell was used at a pressure of 300 psi. 



20 



25 



Polyethyiena/Polyamfde Bl-Component Layer 

Table 2 shows the results of laminating the polyethylene/polyamide bi- 
component layer of Kimbertey-Clark to a variety of membranes. 



Table 2 




The column "passed suter test" Indicates whether the saam formed was able to 
wthstand water at a pressure of 2psl for at feast 3 minutes. The seam strength 
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measurements on example 18 were repeated twice as explained above. The 
better strength was obtained when the higher pressure was used. 



Seam Strength and Seam Width 



Table 3 shows the seam strength in pounds per linear inch <pli) and the seam 
width for a number of examples of the patent constructed in the form of a glove. 



sock orjustaseam. 



10 



Exampte 
Number 



10 



13 



14 
15 



16 



11 



21 



Object Mide 



QJgve 
glove 
fljoye 



glove 



sock 



glove 



glove 



fllove 



glove 



seam 



_ssam 



Table 3 



Seam 

(pip 



WGLT 
(P8D 



S.8 



6.4 



IE 

9.3 



5,4 



5.0 



5.2 



7,7 



9,5 



_ 6 
14 
14 



11 



J_ 
11 



I 



Passed SutarTwt? 



pass 



pass 



Seam 
Width 



"3T5T 



0*7 mm 



0.1 m 



"on 



0.1 In 



0,1 In 



"otst 



0.1 in 



0.5 mm 



_l 0.5 in ] 



15 WOLT = Who,ftG,oveUakT ««<»»^US-A-4 776 209 
Measurements on Textile prior to formation of Laminate 

'SSSSSST meaSurement made m the ™ textiles prior to the formation of 
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In table 4, the measurements are made in either the transverse or in the 
longitudinal direction. These directions are perpendicular to each other and 
indicate the direction in which the seam (500) in the laminate 1 1s to be formed 
The longitudinal direction is the direction along the seam (500) whilst the 
5 transverse direction is the direction across the seam (500). 

Measurements on Laminates 

10 fam^ 0 * 8 *• "** ° f mea8Ure ™"* "«de on the seams formed in the 
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HVTR 

6985 
9650 
10795 


! 11276 
9750 

10912 
9159 
8912 

10352 


Av. Bulk 

Tensile 

Strength 

812,5 
566.2 
1357,1 


i 1277.8 
1 1166.7 
2225,0 
1150,0 

2369,0 


Trans. 
Strain (% 
strain % 
elong.) 

82,8 
107,3 
70 l 


_ iO ^_ CO i- 


Trans. 

Bulk 
Tensile 
Strength 

(mi) 

770,8 
462,1 
1371,4 


r O) ^ ^ ^ w 


Trans. 
Break 
Sbength 
(lbs) 

7,4 
6,1 
9.0 


jQsiten 

= «D CD CO CD O) 


lifl mi 


122,4 
91.2 
41.9 

47,5 


jijjs nil 


1344,4 
2166,7 | 
687,5 
2021.7 
2523.8 


f a (m_ o» ■* x 
5 m I 


r . Ir « •» «•» < °- 
f ?f 5 irf a> © 






j|* Ss-ii 


O.0D9 
0,006 
0,006 
0,0046 
0.0042 


Laminate 
Weight 

0.12 
0,18 
0.11 
0.11 


000©"©" 


j m Jo < o 
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Measurements on Seams 

?r?J?l?^h^ ESf ° f m ?** ure ™ CTte ^ the seams formed in the 
laminates. A three inch by one Inch sample was used. 

Table 6A 



ex 

No. 



0.25 



0.4 



Seam 
Thicfcnass 

(*> 



0X073 



0.23 
0.23 



0.2B 
0.21 



Q.OQ8 



0.005 



O.OOT 



0.005 
O.OOS 



Smmm 
Lonfl. 
arsak 
Strartatn 



15.2 



14.3 
18.4 



17.4 



28.6 



2H 



Sum 
Long. 
Bulk 
TmvHi 
Strength 



_ap82 

1183 



3480 



4086 



5800 



Long, 
Strmtn 

<% 
•ton*) 



88 



277.6 
89.2 



84.2 



130.5 



84.9 

86.8 



Tram*. 
Braak 

Strength 
CU»> 



15.4 



U5_ 
224 



20,9 



21 .2~ 



20.6 



Sasm 
Trans. 
Bulk 
T#t»J|» 



JBSSL 



2110 



1183 



3029 



4160 



Swn 
Trsm. 
Strain 
<% 

I*) 



67 



_8BL2 

7ST- 



_g8i7_ 



117.3 



Seam A v, 
Bulk 

Strsnytn 
<P*J> 



2086 



1163 
2550 
1830 



3557 



Av. 
Strain (% 
•long. At 



58 



_183 
84 
67 



124 



10 



0.24 



0.23 



0-006^ 
0.005 



19.3 



3440 

3217" 
"4280" 



Table 6B 



76.1 

15T 



_14 



,3840 
2333 



44 



_4880 
3640 



3560 



78.9 



91 
50 



lor 



2775 
3B20 



78 
49 



15 



20 



Ex. 
No. 


3oam 

Shrtn 
k»ago 

(%> 


Sown 
Stron (j L 
h(pll) 


SutsrTast 
on 1 1n. 
Seam 


Sutsr 
Tut on 
0-5 In 


WWth of 
Ssam 

(mm) 


Langth 

of Saam 

(mm) 


B 1 
C 


7.1 
2.2 


3.2 
3.2 


3 pass 
3 pass 


3 pas* 


11.8 


125.8 


A 
D 


20.5 
17,6 


7.7 
6 


3 pass 


3 pass 
3 pass 


12.0 
10.1 


128 JZ 
123.8 " 


1 


"5 


6-7 


3 pan 


3 pass 
3 pass 


10.3 
11.6 


125.5 
128.7 


2 


5.5 


5 


Opus 


3 pass 


11.5 


129.2 


5 
4 

3 


3.3 
&J2 
4.1 


3.3 

-M- 


3 Mas 


3 pass 
-2P«» 


11.8 

lie" 

11.7 


128.8 
128.S 
128.8 



S^mSfl^ TJZ** 5eam shrinkage of the examples 1-5 

low compared to that of the comparative examples A and D. 

Cantilever Test 

HFJEZm tIW meaaure * to"*** and the results 

are snown in Table 7. 



25 
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36 
Table 7 



Ex. 
No. 



Long. 



cantlfewr 



wWtn 



12 



12.2 



10 



Long. Long i 



cantllsvar 



thfcfcnm 



"aTS" 



0-23 
"014" 



11 



12.1 

~"iF" 



"TTT 



12,1 
12.1 



,0.13 



0.17 



ai4 



0.14 



Long 
CSntllsvar 



9.9 



10.3 
"7T 



1Q.7 



6.1 



6.4 



7.8 



Long, 
cwffiSvSr 



45*3 
38.71 



ja.oo 

74.83 



3&49 



39.74 



38.74 



49,04 



Trans. 



cantitevtr 



width 



11.8 



12 



10.6 



to* 



12.2 



11.4 



11.4 



Stum 



Tr*n«, 



thJcdnoss 



mm 



0.18 



023 



0.14 



Ol2 



0.14 

"ETT 



"BIT 



4m 



Trans. 
"csSKivaT 



tost 



cm 



9,9 



iTT 



7.4 



Stsm 



Trans. 



cantilever 



1imm 



TEST 



41.30 



9.3 



7.6 



6.6 

~7T 



48.67 



34.69 



43.91 
37.29 



dssm 



Av. 



^sntllsvsr - 



l/mm 



45.5 



52.4 
"7^5" 



3$T 



36. IB" 



45.11 



"TTT 



39.0 



The result in the last column is indicative of the stiffness of the seam 600. It will 
be observed that the examples with the bi-component layers 30 have a lower 
average cantilever measurement (stiffness) than the comparative examples 
Comparative example C and B do have a low average cantilever measurement 
It will be seen, however, from table 6 that the seam transverse breaking 
strength (3.2 lbs) Is comparatively low. Comparative example A has a low 
average cantilever measurement, although a higher value than the 
measurements on examples 1-6. The seam shrinkage (table 6B) is. however. 
20.5% which is high. 



37.5 

*43e 
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CLAIMS 

WE CLAIM: 

1 A combination of a laminate (400) and a substrate {450, S50) comprising: 
a substrate (450, 650); and 

a laminate (400) joined to said substrate (450, 650) at a seam (500). the 
laminate (400) 

having a first layer (5) comprising a waterproof functional layer (10. 20), 
and a second layer (30) laminated to said first layer (5) and comprising 
at least a first component and a second component, the first component 
being stable to a first temperature and the second component melting at 
a second temperature, wherein the first temperature is higher than the 
second temperature. 

2. The combination of claim 1 , whereby the seam (500) withstands a water 
entry pressure of at least 0.07 bar. 

3. The combination of claim 1 . whereby the seam (500) withstands a water 
entry pressure of at least 0.13 bar. 

4. The combination of claim 1 , whereby the stiffness of the seam (50Q) is 
less than 50 mm' 1 - 

5. The combination of claim 1 . whereby the shrinkage of the seam (500) is 
less than 7%. 

6. The combination of claim 1 , whereby the seam (500) has a width less 
than 0.25 cm. 

7. The combination of daim 1 , whereby the seam (500) has an elongation 
strain at break of greater than 75%. 
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8. The combination of claim 1, whereby the seam (500) has a transverse 
seam strength of greater than 3 pJi. 

9. The combination of dalm 1 f whereby the second layer (30) further 
includes a propellant which fe activatabte by activation means. 

10. The combination of daim 1, whereby the second component is meltable 
at a temperature in the range from 80*C to 170 P C. 

1 1 . The combination of claim 1 . whereby the first component is stable to a 
temperature of at least 140 6 C, 

12. The combination of claim 1, whereby the difference in temperature 
between the first temperature and the second temperature is at least 
20*C. 

1 3. The combination of claim 1 , wherein the second layer (30) is composed 
of a plurality of yams in the fonts of strands, filaments, threads or fibers. 

14. The combination of claim 1 , wherein the second layer (30) is a knitted, 
woven or non-woven layer 

1 5. The combination of daim 1 , wherein the first component is selected from 
the group of polymers comprising polyoleflns including polypropylene 
and polyethylene, polyester, co-polyester, poiyamide, co-polyamide, 
cellulose or protein fibers including wool and silk. 

16. The combination of daim 15, wherein the first component is poiyamide 
6.6. 

1 7. The combination of daim 1 , wherein the second component is a 
thermoplastic. 
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MISSING AT THE TIME OF PUBLICATION 
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29. The combination of claim 9, wherein the propeNant is selected from the 
group of propellents oonslstfng of azc^carbonamWe, ammonium 
hydrogen carbonate, toluofaurforydrazin or diazoaminobenzol. 

30. The combination of claim 29, wherein the propeifant is 
azodicarbonamide. 

31. The combination of claim 1, wherein the functional layer (5) is a 
membrane or a film. 

32. The combination of claim 31 , wherein the functional layer (5) is selected 
from the group of materials consisting of polyesters, poiyamlde 
polyoieflns, polyvinylchionde. polyenes, polysuHbnes. polycarbonates 
flucropolymers Including pdytelrafluoroethylene (PTFE), polyacrylatee ' 
polyurethanes, co-polyetheresteis, oo^olyetheramidee. 

33. The combination of claim 32. wherein the functional layer (5) is made 
from expanded PTFE. 

34. The combination of claim 1. wherein the MVTR of the laminate (400) Is 
less than 150 RET. ' 

33. The combination of daiml, wherein the water entry pressure of a 
laminate (400) is greater than 0.13 bar. 

38. Articles of clothing made from the combination of claims 1 to 35. 

37. A combination of two laminates (400, 450. 650) Joined together at a 
seam (500), each of the laminate (400. 450, 460) comprises: 



a first layer (5) comprising a waterproof functional layer (10, 20), 



and 



a second layer (30) laminated to said first layer (5) and comprising at 
least a first component and a second component, the first component 
being stable to a first temperature and the second component melting a, 
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a second temperature, wherein the first temperature is higher than the 
second temperature. 

38. The combination of claim 37, whereby, the seam (500) withstands a 
water entry pressure of at least 0.07 bar. 

39. The combination of claim 37, whereby the seam (500) withstands a 
water entry pressure of at least 0.13 bar. 

40. The combination of claim 37, whereby the seam (500) has a width less 
than 0.25 cm. 

41 . The combination of claim 37, whereby the seam (500) has an elongation 
strain at break of greater than 75%. 

42. The combination of claim 37, whereby the seam (500) has a transverse 
seam strength of greater than 3 plu 

43. The combination of claim 37. whereby the stiffness of the seam (500) is 
less than 50 mnr\ 

44. The combination of claim 37, whereby the shrinkage of the seam (500) is 
less than 7%. 

45. The combination of claim 37, whereby the second layer further includes 
a propellant which is activatable by activation means. 

46. The combination of claim 37, whereby the second component is 
meltable at a temperature in the range from 80°C to 170°C. 

47. The combination of daim 37, whereby the first component is stable to a 
temperature of at least 140°C. 

48. The combination of claim 37, whereby the difference in temperature 
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between the first temperature and the second temperature is at least 

49. The combination of claim 37, wherein the second layer (30) te composed 
of a plurality of yams in the form of strands, filaments, threads or fibers, 

50. The combination of daim 37, wherein the first component is selected 
from the group of polymers comprising cellulose, protein fibers including 
wool and silk, polyolefins including polypropylene and polyethylene! 
polyester, co-polyester, polyamide, or co-potyamide. 

51 . The combination of daim SO, wherein the first component is polyamide 
6.6. 

52. The combination of claim 37, wherein the second component is a 
thermoplastic. 

53. The combination of claim 52, wherein the second component is selected 
from the group of thermoplastics comprising co-polyester, polyamide, 
co-potyamide or polyolefin including polyethylene and polypropylene. 

54. The combination of daim 53, wherein the second component is a 
polyethylene* 

55. The combination of daim 54, wherein the second component is a 
polyamide 6.0. 

56. The combination of claim 49, wherein the yam has a bicomponent 
structure comprising the first component and the second component 

57. The combination of daim 56, wherein the yam has a sheath-core 
structure, wherein the second component forms the cover. 

6B. The combination of daim 56. wherein the yam has a *side-by-side* 
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structure, 

59. The combination of claim 37, wherein the second component is a Wend 
of yams. 

60. The combination of claim 59, wherein the yam Is comprised of fibers. 

61 . The combination of claim 4S r wherein the propellant after activation 
generates a closed cell foam with the second component after melting. 

62. The combination of claim 45, wherein the propellant is activated at a 
third temperature, the third temperature being intermediate between the 
second temperature and the first temperature. 

63. The combination of claim 45. wherein the propellant is an integral part of 
the second component 

64. The combination of daim 45, wherein the propellant is selected from the 
group of propeiiants consisting of azodlcarbonamide, ammonium 
hydrogen carbonate, toluoisulfohydrazin or diazoaminobenzol. 

65. The combination of claim 64, wherein the propellant is 
azodicarbonamide. 

66. The combination of claim 37, wherein the functional layer (5) is a 
membrane or a film. 

67 The combination of daim 66, wherein the functional layer (5) is selected 
from the group of materials consisting of polyesters, polyamlde, 
poiyolefins, polyvinylchlortde, poJyfcetones, polyeulfones, polycarbonates, 
fluoropdymers including polytetrafluoroethytene, polyacryiates, 
polyurethanes, co-polyetheresters, co-pofyetheramides. 

66 The combination of claim 87, wherein the functional layer (5) is made 
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from expanded PTFE. 



69. The combination of claim 37, wherein the MVTR of the laminate (1) is 
greater than 3000 m*/ 24 hr. 

70, The combination of claim 37. wherein the water entry pressure of a 
laminate (1) Is greater than 0.13 bar. 



71. The combination of one of claims 37 to 70, In a garment. 

72. A combination of two waterproof laminates {400, 450, 650). each having 
a functional layer (1 0, 20) laminated to a textile layer (30). and being 
joined together at a welded seam (500), wherein the seam (500) has a 
transverse seam strength of greater than 3 pii and an elongation strain 
at break greater than 75%. 

73. The combination of claim 72, wherein the seam (500) has a width of less 
than 0.25 cm. 

74. The combination of claim 72, wherein the stiffness of the seam (500) is 
less than 50 mm' 1 . 

75 The combination of claim 72, wherein the seam (500) withstands water 
pressure of 0.13 bar for at least three minutes. 

76. The combination of claim 72. wherein the seam (500) shrinks by less 
than 7% after welding. 



A combination of two waterproof laminates (400, 450, 650). each having 
a functional layer (10, 20) laminated to a textile layer (30). and being 
joined together at a welded seam (500), wherein the seam (500) has a 
transverse seam strength of greater than 3 pii and wherein the stiffness 
of the seam (500) is less than 50 mm" 1 . 
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fo The combination of claim 77, wherein the seam (500) has a width of less 
than 025 cm. 



79 The combination of daim 77, wherein elongation strain at break is 
greater than 75%. 

80 The combination of daim 77, wherein the seam (500) withstands a water 
pressure of 0.13 bar for at least three minutes 

81 Method fbr sealing a pinhole (800) in a laminate (810) having a 
waterproof and breathable functional layer (10, 20) laminated to a textile 
layer (30) comprising the following steps: 

-detection of the pinhole (800). 

-heating the laminate (810) to a temperature within the melting range of 
one or more of the components of the laminate (810) such that the one 
or more component flows and seals said pinhole (800). 

82 Method according to claim 81, wherein said textile layer (30) is made of 
a plurality of conjugate yams. 

83 Method according to claim 81, wherein said textile layer (30) is heated to 
a temperature within the melting range of one or more of the 
components of the textile layer (30) such that the one or more of the 
components of the textile layer (30) flows and seels said pinhole (800). 
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SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 25) 
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FIG. 2 

SUBSTTTUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 
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